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NEW ICAO COUNCIL HIGH-LEVEL GROUP TO FOCUS ON ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY CHALLENGES 
 
 

MONTRÉAL, 15 November 2012 – At its meeting last Friday, the Council of the International Civil 
Aviation Organization (ICAO) agreed to form a special High-level Group to provide near-term 
recommendations on a series of policy issues which have arisen in the course of ICAO’s ongoing research 
into the feasibility of a global market-based measure (MBM) scheme appropriate to international 
aviation, as well as its development of a policy Framework to guide the general application of any 
proposed MBM measures to international air transport activity.  
  
The 37th Session of the ICAO Assembly in 2010 instructed the UN aviation body to prepare and deliver 
both the MBM Framework and Feasibility Report for consideration by its next triennial Assembly in 
October 2013. 
  
The new Council High-level Group is to be composed of senior government officials nominated by their 
administrations, ensuring geographical representation and taking into account levels of international 
civil aviation activities. Its membership and terms of reference are expected to be finalized later this 
week.  
 
Based on the encouraging results of the ICAO Council meeting on 9 November – and the constructive 
engagement of its international partners in relevant discussions – ICAO has welcomed the recent 
announcement by EU Climate Action Commissioner, Connie Hedegaard, that Europe’s governing body 
will "stop the clock" when it comes to enforcement of the inclusion of aviation in the EU ETS to and from 
non-European countries. 
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A specialized agency of the United Nations, ICAO was created in 1944 to promote the safe and orderly 
development of international civil aviation throughout the world. It sets standards and regulations necessary 
for aviation safety, security, efficiency and regularity, as well as for aviation environmental protection. The 
Organization serves as the forum for cooperation in all fields of civil aviation among its 191 Member States. 
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